
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY' CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-141

UPDATING WASTE DISCHARGE~ FOR:

SAN MATEO COUNTY DEPARIMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES
HONOR CAMP NO. 1
LA HONDA, SAN MATEO COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality COntrol Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
hereinafter Board, finds that:

1. San Mateo County Department of General Services and Honor camp No. I,
hereinafter discharger, submitted a Report of Waste Discharge dated April
15, 1988 for renewal of Waste Discharge Requirements. Additional
information was submitted by a letter dated June 16, 1988 at the request
of Board staff.

2. A new packaged treatment plant was built in 1983. It has a design capacity
of 18,000 gallons per day (gpd). CUrrently, approximately 13,000 gallons
per day of sewage from 7 to 8 staff and up to 225 inmates is being treated
by the treatment plant. Future maximum monthly flow is predicted to be
13,500 gpd.

3. The old treatment plant (pre-1983) is used as a flow equalization basin.
The influent goes through a comminuter and is aerated in the old treatment
plant's aeration tank before being pumped to the current plant. The new
treatment plant includes a covered extended aeration tank, a sedimentation
tank, and a chlorine control tank with chlorination equipment. After
disinfection, the treated wastewater is pumped to an effluent storage pond
which is located adjacent to the treatment plant and has a 435,000 gallon
capacity. The pond's approximate dimensions are 125 feet by 60 feet with a
maximum depth of 7.5 feet. Final effluent disposal is by spraying onto
four sprayfields in rotation located on a remote hillside. The total area
of the sprayfields are 130,000 square feet (2 sprayfields of 25,000 square
feet and 2 sprayfields of 40,000 square feet). The spray disposal area is
relatively inaccessible to the public by reason of its topography and
heavy natural growths of dense brush. The spray disposal area is not
fenced but there are signs posted to warn hikers of the sewage. However, a
horseback riding and hiking trail has been recently built just downhill
from one of the spray disposal area. San Mateo county has reportedly taken
steps to initiate action to remove the hiking trail from the area.
Attachment 1 shows the location of the spray disposal fields and is a part
of this Order.

4. Spray operation is performed in accordance with operation guidelines which
were developed from data obtained from appropriate soil infiltration tests
and water balance calculations to insure no effluent pond overflows and no
sprayfield runoffs.

5. Sludge disposal is to a small sludge storage lagoon located next to the
treatment plant. When the lagoon is full, the sludge is pumped out and
then hauled away.
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